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Potsdam Conference and Agreement

Directions: Complete this study guide as you move through the lesson. By taking notes, you are more likely to remember what you are learning. The completed study guide can be used for practice activities and to prepare for quizzes and exams. Be sure to save each study guide so you can access it when you need it.


Essential Vocabulary

As you encounter these American History terms in the lesson, enter the meaning and an example (or two) for each. You can even draw a picture. If there are other unfamiliar words you find, enter them in the blank spaces provided.
 
	Potsdam Conference
 
 
 
 
	Harry Truman

	United Nations
	UN Security Council








From Yalta to Potsdam

1. What was the main purpose of the Yalta Conference held in February 1945?

	








2. How did the leadership of the “Big Three” change between each conference?

	




3. Why did the optimism at Yalta give way to concern by the time of the Potsdam Conference?

	



Stalin

	5 FACTS

	



	3 QUESTIONS

	



	1 COMMENT

	














Truman, Attlee, and Stalin

	
Leader
	
Country
	Came to Power (When/Why)
	Goals at Potsdam
	Stance on Soviet Expansion
	Relationship with Other Leaders

	
Harry Truman

	
	
	
	
	

	
Clement Attlee

	
	
	
	
	

	
Joseph 
Stalin

	
	
	
	
	



Agreements at Potsdam

	What did the Big Three agree on?

	K – What you Know
	W – What you Want to Know
	L – What you Learned

	
	






	







The Potsdam Declaration
 
	     True
	    
 False
	1. The Potsdam Declaration demanded that Japan dismantle its government and give up all conquered lands.

	     True
	    
 False
	2. The declaration promised that Japan could remain a sovereign nation and participate in world trade after surrendering.

	     True
	 
 False
	3. The Potsdam Declaration warned Japan of economic sanctions if it refused to surrender.

	     True
	    
 False
	4. The warning in the Potsdam Declaration referred to the potential use of atomic bombs if Japan did not surrender.

	     True
	    
 False
	5. Japan ignored the Potsdam Declaration, and the US dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.



Occupied Germany

1. For each letter, write a fact from the module content and start the first word with the corresponding letter. Just a little brainteaser for you.

	G
	

	E
	

	R
	

	M
	

	A
	

	N
	

	Y
	







A New Germany

1. What were the three main goals the Allies wanted Germany to achieve before ending the occupation?

	



2. Why were the US and Britain hesitant to demand large war reparations from Germany after World War II?

	



3. How did the Allies compromise with the Soviet Union regarding Germany’s war reparations?

	



The United Nations

	Key Details and Facts

	




	Questions You Have

	



	Reflection

	







The UN Security Council

1. What powers did the UN Security Council have to help prevent or respond to conflicts between nations?

	



2. Why was the veto power of the five permanent members significant, especially for the Soviet Union?

	



3. How did the Security Council differ from the League of Nations in terms of its ability to enforce decisions?

	



Into the Post-War Era

	5 FACTS

	


	3 QUESTIONS

	


	1 COMMENT
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